PRESS RELEASE
APRIL 28, 2025

INDIAN GOVERNMENT MUST ACCEPT CPI (MAOIST) CEASE-FIRE
OFFER, ENGAGE IN PEACE TALKS,
STOP PARAMILITARY OPERATIONS

On April 27, 2025, a broad coalition of civil society organisations and individuals held a virtual
press conference-cum-public meet to call for urgent peace talks between the Government of
India, and the CPI (Maoist). The CPI (Maoist) has through several letters as also press interviews
announced its willingness for a unilateral ceasefire, unless attacked. It is therefore imperative on
the Government of India to also declare a ceasefire and start peace talks.

The meeting was addressed by several prominent figures, including G. Haragopal (Peace
Dialogue Committee, Telangana), Bela Bhatia (Chhattisgarh Bachao Andolan), Sasikanth Senthil
(MP, Congress), Raja Ram Singh (MP, CPI (ML) Liberation), D Ravikumar (MP, Viduthalai
Chiruthaigal Katchi/VCK), D. Raja (General Secretary, CPI), Vijoo Krishnan (Politburo member,
CPM), Soni Sori (Adivasi activist, Dantewada, Chhattisgarh), Manish Kunjam (former MLA and
Leader of the Bastariya Raj Morcha), Meena Kandasamy (writer) and Baadal (Forum Against
Corporatization and Militarization).

The speeches are available here: https://www.facebook.com/share/v/15CZu5om99/

The speakers all pointed out that the matter is made even more urgent by the massive
counterinsurgency operations around the range of hills known as Karregutta/Durgametta on the
Telangana/Chhattisgarh border, where reportedly anywhere between 10000-24000 security
forces are carrying out what has been described as the biggest military operation against Maoists
so far, as well as the statement of the DGP Jharkhand in which he said that the Maoists would be
wiped out in 15-20 days, with all forces being concentrated in Saranda. This approach, of using
force rather than dialogue, is against all constitutional values and a bloodbath of this scale of
one’s own citizens will bring enormous disrepute to the Government of India and the respective
state governments involved, both domestically and internationally.

The press conference followed an appeal for an immediate ceasefire endorsed by over 300
organisations and individuals, which has been sent to the President of India, Smt. Droupadi
Murmu, the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi and the Home Minister, Shri Amit Shah.

Dr Bela Bhatia started by pointing out the desperate yearning for peace by the Adivasis of Bastar
who have suffered hugely through the conflict over the last twenty years. 400 people have been
killed in the last 16 months alone, a baby was killed and children have suffered gun injuries,
there have been mass arrests and the Moolvasi Bachao Manch, a youth platform taking up
democratic rights constitutionally has been banned and its leaders arrested. Ms. Soni Sori also
held up a list of 40 villages who had written asking for peace, and reiterated the widespread
desire for peace in Bastar. She pointed out that several of the top Maoist leaders who had been
killed recently, like Renuka and Sudhakar, had been killed in cold blood rather than in
encounters, and they could have been arrested instead. Mr. Manish Kunjam added that Bastar



had been turned into one vast cantonment, with security camps every few kilometres and unless
there were conclusive peace talks, the government would keep these camps going, which was
very harmful for people. He added that the Sarva Adivasi Samayj, a platform of all Adivasi and
Moolvasi groups, was also interested in working towards peace.

Prof Haragopal, with his long experience in peace negotiations in Andhra Pradesh as part of the
Concerned Citizens Committee (CCC) emphasized that the Maoist movement has roots in the
deep socio-political inequalities prevalent in Indian society, and that the government should
recognize the CPI (Maoist) as a political party. Making unconditional surrender or disarmament a
precondition to peace talks is unjustified.

Mr. Sasikanth Senthil, Mr. Raja Ram Singh, Mr. D. Raja, Mr. Vijoo Krishnan, Dr D Ravikumar
all spoke on behalf of their parties, recognising the urgency of the situation and the need for
peace talks. Mr. Senthil (INC MP) said that not only was it necessary to put pressure on the
government for talks, but also on opposition parties. The opposition must also take up the issue
forcefully. Speakers also pointed out that Adivasis are under the special protection of the
Constitution, and this conflict situation violates all their rights under the Constitution. Raja Ram
Singh, CPIML Liberation MP from Karakat (Bihar) said that the Jal Jangal Zameen, all natural
resources have to be in the hands of the Adivasis, the Kisans and those who live there and not of
the corporates. Dr. D. Ravikumar, VCK MP, condemned the transfer of mineral-rich lands to
corporations for mining, disregarding Adivasi protests and resistance. He denounced the use of
state forces against Adivasi communities, invoking Dr. Ambedkar, the chief architect of India’s
Constitution, who recognized Adivasis as minorities and enshrined their rights for protection.

D Raja said that his party has formally written a few times to the Union Government demanding
they end these encounters, call a ceasefire and sit down for negotiations with the Maoists and the
people. There has to be a political resolution to the questions and not arbitrary killings and
encounters, he added. Vijoo Krishnan, CPIM politburo member, appreciated the initiative of
holding this dialogue with political parties and said that it was shameful the triumphant manner
in which the state was undertaking these killings. The recently finished CPIM Party Congress
resolved that the Government must talk to the Adivasis and find a political resolution.

Dr Meena Kandasamy criticized the state’s “Urban Naxal” label, which has silenced dissent and
paved the way for celebratory reporting of killings through embedded journalism. She
condemned the glorification of Bastar’s killing fields and the bounty system incentivizing
violence by paramilitary forces. Highlighting a severe threat to democracy, she called for peace
talks, emphasizing that political problems require political solutions. Mx. Baadal noted that the
ongoing war in Bastar and Jharkhand was motivated by corporate interests, that many thousand
crores worth of MOUs had been signed with corporates, and that camps and highways had come
up essentially for mining purposes with the Maoist movement being a pretext. Mx. Baadal
asserted that for a peace talk, a conducive environment has to be built through ceasefire and
peace talks should entail political resolution of the questions raised by the movement.

The meeting resolved that the members of civil society and all political parties,
progressive-democratic forces and individuals must collectively work to push the government of
India, and all political forces, including opposition parties for peace talks. They also highlighted
the need for an immediate ceasefire and cessation of all paramilitary operations. Saving human
lives is of paramount importance in a constitutional democracy.



On behalf of more than 300 Concerned Citizens and Organisations
In solidarity and commitment to justice,

G. Haragopal
Peace Dialogue Committee, Telangana
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Chhattisgarh Bachao Andolan

Kavita Srivastava
People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL)
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Coordination of Democratic Rights Organisations (CDRO)
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